December 2023

> Liturgical Calendar: *Grow in Love 3™ Class p.128 and notes sent separately.

3"d December : First Sunday in Advent

> Advent - the beginning of the Church
Year: * (See notes sent separately).

Grow in Love J Inf p 70, S Inf p.85, 15 Class p.89,
2"d Class p.95, 3™ Class p.137, 4t Class p. 137,
5t Class p. 139, 6™ Class p. 171

» The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary: The Annunciation, the Visitation:
Grow in Love: Sen. Infs. P. 120, 15t Class p.275, 2" Class p. 275 3" Class p. 125

> 6 December: Feast of St. Nicholas; Patron Saint of children, sailors and merchants.

O Mary
> 8™ December - The Immaculate conceived
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary without sin,
e (See lesson notes below) pray for us
who have
recourse
> 12t December - Our Lady of Guadalupe to thee!

> Grow in Love 4t Class p.343 (and
notes below).

> 13% December - St. Lucy
> Grow in Love 4% Class p. 150
> 25t December -- Christmas Day----Birth of Jesus
*Grow in Love J Inf p 90, S Inf p.100, 1%t Class p.103, 2"

L {: ,R l\/[ ,’\.\ AS Class p.111, 3™ Class p.144, 5t Class p. 156, 6t Class
-~ >// p.185
—_— Lalox , > 26" December - St Stephen, the first martyr.
> 27t December --St John, Apostle and
Evangelist
> 30t December - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph

» Grow in Love Jun. Inf p.105, Sen. Inf p.117
» Prayers e.g. Blessing of Advent wreath and candles, Prayer for Families



THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION------- DECEMBER 8™

e The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, always celebrated on December 8%, is a
Holy Day of Obligation. We should make every effort to attend Mass on this day.

e On this day, we celebrate our belief that Mary, the Mother of God, was free from sin
from the very beginning of her life.

Her father and mother were St. Joachim and St.
) Anne. This means they are Jesus’ grandparents.

° God chose Mary to be Mother of his Son. We
can pray to her as our Mother too.

° When the Angel
Gabriel announced to Mary
that she was going to be the Mother of God, she
immediately rushed across the countryside to tell her
cousin, Elizabeth, the Good News.

e Elizabeth and her husband, Zachariah, were also expecting
their own baby, who would be called John the Baptist.

Titles for Mary
Many titles have been bestowed on Mary. These
Titles of Mary include
+ Holy Mother of God - Queen of Heaven, Mother of God,

* Queen of Heaven
* Queen of all saints
+ Queen of angels
* Queen of peace
* Mother of our Savier
* Mother of good council
* Blessed Mother
¢ Morning Star
* Refuge of sinners

Healthv of the Sick, Queen of Peace,
Queew of the Rosawy, Our Lady of
Knock, Mawy, most pure, Queen of
Ireland, Mother of Mercy, Help of
Christions, The Immaculate
Conception, Owr Lady of Perpetual Help, Mother of the Chuurch.

Prayer:

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us, who have recourse to you.




FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE-----~- DECEMBER 12

Our Lady has appeared in many places throughout the [/
world to many different people. She often brings a

)

message of hope, inviting people to turn back to God,
and to pray.

Mary appeared to a girl called Bernadette in Lourdes
in 1858, and also to three children in the Portuguese

* town of Fatima in 1917.

In 1879, Mary appeared in a village called Knock in
County Mayo.

Read the following story to the children
The Story of a Beautiful Lady.

On Saturday, December 9, 1531 a man called Juan Diego set off to walk
the 10 km journey to Mass. Juan was a member of the Aztec people and he
had become a Catholic. He was on a hill called Tepeyac, near Mexico City,
when a beautiful woman surrounded by light appeared to him. She told
him that she was the Immaculate Virgin Mary, the true Mother of God. She
told Juan that she wanted the local bishop to build a church on that hill, so

that the people would have somewhere to go and pray. Mary told him that
she wanted a place, where she could show how much she loved the people. She said that
they could come to this place and ‘Ask for my help. Here | will listen to people’s prayers, and
I will help them.’

Juan did what Mary asked and went to the bishop. The first time he went, the bishop didn’t
believe him. Juan told Mary that perhaps she should send someone else to talk to the
bishop. But Mary told Juan that she wanted him to do it, to be her messenger.



The second time the bishop asked for a sign that the woman really was the Mother of God.
When Juan gave Mary the bishop’s message, she told him to come back on the following
Monday. Juan’s uncle became very sick and so he could not go back to see Mary on the day
that she had said. The following day Juan’s uncle was so sick that Juan decided to go and get
the priest to come and visit him. On the way to get the priest, Mary
appeared to Juan again. She told him not to be worried about his
uncle that he would be alright. Then she sent him to the top of the
hill to gather the flowers that he would find there. It was the month
of December and Juan was sure that no flowers would be growing
but, he did what Mary asked him. To his surprise, when he got to the
top of the hill, there were the most beautiful roses growing there.

Juan picked the roses and carried them back to Mary. She took the v J &
roses and arranged them in his tilma or cloak. Juan went back to the bishop. When the
bishop saw Juan, he wanted to know what was in his cloak. When Juan opened his cloak, the
beautiful roses fell out. The bishop was very surprised to see roses in December.

But, he was to have an even greater surprise because, as he stood there, a beautiful painted
image of our Lady began to appear on Juan’s cloak. The
bishop was so overcome that he shouted out, ‘The
Immaculate!” and knelt down to ask Mary to forgive him
for not believing Juan. At the same time that this was

| happening, Mary appeared to Juan’s uncle and cured him.
i - ST  She gave him another message for the bishop. She told

ol > f
L] L=k i I him to tell the bishop that she would ‘crush the serpent’s

head.” The bishop did not understand the Aztec language
that the man spoke and he thought that he said ‘Guadalupe,’ the name of a Shrine to Mary
in Spain. He decided to call her Our Lady of Guadalupe. Juan Diego’s cloak was made from
the fibres of a cactus plant. Normally this would only have lasted about twenty years. But
Juan’s cloak, with the image of Mary on it, can still be seen today. It is kept in Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.

What did you learn?

1. Who was Juan Diego?

2. Where was he going?

3. How long was his journey to Mass?

4. What was the date?

5. Who did the Lady say she was?

6. What did she want him to do?

7. Why did she want a church or shrine built on the hill?

8. What happened the first time that Juan went to the bishop?
9. DidJuan want to go back a second time to the bishop?

10. What did the bishop ask for the second time?

11. What happened to stop Juan returning to our Lady on the Monday?





